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A Mass in the Port-au-Prince National Cathedral for the victims of the Feb. 16 Neptune ferry
disaster turned into one of the largest overt pro-Aristide political demonstrations since the
September 1991 coup. Many of the 2,000 persons attending shouted "Aristide or death!" and
demanded the return of the deposed president. Rallies in favor of Jean Bertrand Aristide have
been banned since the coup. Police and bands of anti-Aristide protesters broke up the Feb. 25
Mass, which was being held to mourn the victims of the ferry disaster, estimated to number as
many as 800. Police agents and protesters attacked and severely beat the bishop of Jeremie, Msgr.
Willy Romelus, a well-known Aristide supporter. Diplomats and UN representatives intervened to
protect Romelus and escorted him from the scene. The diplomats then escorted the fearful Mass
participants from the church some of whom wore masks to conceal their identity in groups of three
in order to prevent further attacks. The following day, Michael Moeller, coordinator of the UN
human rights observer mission, told reporters in Port-au- Prince that the de facto government
had promised to apologize for the beating of Romelus and to free those arrested during the Mass.
He also said the government agreed to investigate police repression of the Mass-turned- rally.
In a related development, on Feb. 26 UN special human rights rapporteur for Haiti Marco Tulio
Bruni Celli testified before the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva that executions, torture,
arbitrary arrests and beatings by security forces are daily occurrences in Haiti. "In Haiti, there is
virtually no rule of law," he said. "Citizens are defenseless in the face of arbitrary action by state
agents." (Sources: Associated Press, 02/25/93; Agence France-Presse, 02/25/93, 02/26/93)
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